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Noranda Memo regarding Tailings line break
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Noranda Mining Inc.
Ontario Project

F.O. Box 1150 ﬁ@r@ﬁé@/p@ﬁwur

Park City, Utah 84060

June 18, 1981

To: John Cesar
From: Bob Zacbst

~

Subject: O

wage of Ontario Project's Tailings ldne and Slime Spill

On June 18, 1981 at epproximately 10:00 AM, the Ontario Project experierced
a slirme spill {ram the tailings line into Silver Creek. The four inch Driscopipe
Jine had boen Ganaged in two Jocations.  Tne puctured pipe was north of Park
City where the Monroc cenent plant used to be located. The line was cdamaged by
a contraclor, P.S. Associates. Fram exandning the site of the spill it appear~
that the contracler was going to divert the Silver Creek over to the area next
to the railivad Lracks. The reason for diverting the creek was hacause of dovel-
opnent. Thne creck was to be placed back into its original position.

Dusty Destramnpe was notified by Bob Richardson that the Ontario Project's
lJine rad been daraged and was spilling into Silver Creek. Dusty immadiately
shut cown the sandfill operstions and went to inspect the damages. Bob Ricdhardson
nad been called by the contractor and told that the line had been struck by the
pucket of the backhoe.

Bob Richardson and myself inspected and photographed the two breaks and the
spill.

At epproxiimately 1:30 PM 1 contacted the Utah State Division of Health,
Departnent of Solig vWeste Maraganant, and Lalked to Denrmas Downs. 1 gave Iaunnis
the partaicalars of the spill &s outlued ir the attacted docuent.  Progedute and

Directory for kerorting of 011 ard Heretdons Yetorial Spalls an Utah.,  The response
LATCCTVOIY 10L RCaxl AANG O W o ZEN 'l oo ls An Utah. 1

inat 1 reccived was that bocause there was not any herardous wasles in the spill,
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the Departient of Solia Waste Manggrwent &.é not feel the need to beoore involved.
Mro Towns was goung 1o forward wne anformation on to the Burcau of Weter Pol-
lution Control. That dcpartient ray want to cortact the Onterio Project for
further inforrmatiaon.

The fedzral FPA, Floyd Nichols, was notifiec and thear response was "Had the
State of VUtah betn cantacted?” and since the state had been rnotif:ed, the federel

people were satasfied.
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T vrsacted Gary Montin twice during the day to update the situation and Allen
Goroon ook =2 photographs to the lawyers in SIC so that they were kept abreast.
It 15 estilatad that the slimes were discharging from the tailings line for

ttoces s b i rate of five tans per hour.
S es GF thee ek ware taken on the day of the spill and one week later.

A vaiple was cotierid of the actual slimes that were spilled. Both will be

Cralveed. e witar fxnples will pe assayed for Total Suspended Solids, Total

cad, and Total Jine. The sline will be essayed for Iead and Zinc.  Once the
resulls dre obteined they will be kept on file in the mill office.
The estimated distance that the slimes traveled was 7,500-8,000 feet.
Draing the Line that I taiked to the federal and state pz=cple, nothing was
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entoorod et e Ontario Pruoject having to clean up the spill nor reporting

prs
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a lator date concuining the spill.

M{1l Su perintendent

norcnda Jroup



